
Simple Landscaping Steps for 
Planning and Planting Your Garden
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ABOUT THE SENSORY GARDEN PROJECT…

of Smyrna partnered 
With

and 
Smyrna City Parks and Recreation

To redesign and renovate an existing garden 
for public enjoyment and education
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Grand Re-Opening Day and Ribbon Cutting at the 
Sensory Garden  on Oct. 6, 2018

A great day for Jonquil Garden Club and original team
-With Janet Liberman, KSB Director, and Julie Barwig, 
Asst. Director and other KSB Board attending and
-City Councilwoman  Maryline Blackburn  and 
Community Center directors 

4



5



Establish a purpose for the garden 
or garden area

Assess your site and soil

Identify the cultural conditions of 
the site

Visualize and sketch out a garden 
design
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Prepare the area and the soil

Search for plant material and install

Consider the maintenance the garden 
will require

Use garden features or plants to create 
architectural interest  and focal points 
in your garden

Tend your garden and enjoy the 
everyday surprises
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Our purpose in renovating the Sensory Garden
was to create a beautiful garden that appealed to 
all the five senses for public enjoyment and 
education.
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What purpose do 
you have in mind 
for your garden 
area?
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Our second step was to assess our 
site and soil: Our challenge was to 
have the garden renovated by late 
September
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Assess your site and your soil
For the “lay of the land”: Is it sloping?
Depressed? Eroding? Level? 
Is the soil workable and viable?
Is your soil alkaline or acid (most are)?  Do a soil test 
to know what you may or may not need to add.  What 
other amendments will need to be added?
Measure the square footage of the area.
Will the drainage be adequate?  Locate the 
water source you’ll use.
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Identify the cultural 
conditions of the site

Full Sun- Sunny for six or more hours in the 
hottest part of the day
Part Sun —about 4-5 hours of sun or all 
morning sun
Part Shade– About 3 hours of sun; could be 
dappled shade
Full shade—Light, but no direct sunlight

The Sensory Garden is sited in Full Sun for the 
most part, but overhanging trees create a 
Part Sun area on one end of the garden.

In winter our site is windy and cold, but does 
have some protection because of the existing 
walls.
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Once we had completed the first three steps, we  
visualized our garden and drew a sketch to scale

Fence Bed-27 ft. long x Avg. 3 ft. W

Wall bed -16.5 ft. long x Avg. 3ft W
Approx. Sq. footage— 49.5

Total planting area: 130.5 Sq. ft.

Fountain area: 33 Sq. ft.

We then moved to a 
planning and planting 
chart…
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Prepare the area and soil for the garden site
Remove all that you do not need in your garden 
site (roots, rocks, trash trees, etc.) including an 
overabundance of plant material and replant 
elsewhere.
Prepare your area with a shovel or a tiller

Amend clay with composted leaves, wood 
chips, grass clipping or coarse builders sand or 
composted cow manure.

Call on someone to help.  We had a great team 
who made this happen!
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At last, shop for your garden plants and install.

We chose high performing, long-blooming  
perennials, primarily, for the garden.  We also 
use several vines to run up trellises or other art 
pieces to add architectural interest. We also 
included three shrubs and one Japanese maple, 
All plants were chosen to appeal to all  senses 
for a hot, dry site in summer.
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Just a word about plant definitions…

Perennial plants:   plants that will usually appear the following year and some for 
many years; others are short-lived  

Annual plants:    plants that bloom for one season but usually for the entire season  
Pansies, petunias and zinnias are examples.

Choose all plants for hardiness, long bloom season, and non-
invasive characteristics.  Choose plants for color, texture, size, form, contrast and 
sensory appeal.  

Read the label carefully when you purchase, especially for projected height and 
width at maturity and cultural conditions. Our zone is 7b.

Botanical names:  The more you garden, the more you will want to learn precise 
names of plants.  The native coneflower is Echinacea purpurea (a binomial botanical 
name) Common name is PURPLE CONEFLOWER for this species. Both ‘Magnus’ and 
‘Pow Wow Wildberry’ are varieties of this species. Seven species are native to the 
country. Each species has specific varieties.    
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Planting day and installation of plant material…
Fall and spring are the best times to install plants in the garden as a general rule.

Planting on an overcast day after a light shower the day before is ideal for installation. 
Soil can by dry, though, or slightly moist but not soggy.  Use a light mulch temporarily.

Plant border selections in mass, multiples of 3, for the greatest impact.  Repeat the 
pattern for unity throughout the border.  Use a specific groundcover or stone edging to 
create a unified look to an area. Simplicity is the art of restraint.

Both photos show Sensory Garden right after planting– Mid-April, 2018
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In the Sensory Garden we chose fairly drought 
tolerant  and hardy plant selections for the 
most part. (See handout with care 
instructions)

Maintenance chores include deadheading and 
watering twice weekly in the growing season, 
but less in winter.  Fertilizing/adding or 
removing plants, and pruning is done as 
needed.

We have a team…Jonquil Garden Club team 
and club members maintain the garden.

City of Smyrna Parks and Recreation remove 
litter, empty trash cans, keep the fountain and 
water source working, trim overhanging trees, 
and provide water source and accessories.
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What maintenance chores 
will your garden require?

Will you install an irrigation system?

Will you need help with leaf removal? 
Pruning? Deadheading?
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Use Garden Features  or a Significant 
Tree to Create Focal Points in Your 
Garden and to Add Architectural Interest 
(bones) to the Garden 
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What Garden Features Would You Like to 
See in Your Garden?
What plantings or structures with add architectural interest?
What is your style  Rustic? Modern American?  Zen? Elegant?  
Just simplicity? Just Plain Fun? 

Embrace Your Style!

23



24



25



Suggested Resources

Master Gardener Volunteer Horticulture Line: 
770-528-4070

--Cobb County Extension Office
678 South Cobb Drive-Suite 200

Marietta, GA  30060

--Websites:  Clemson Cooperative Extension
www.clemson.edu/extension
UGA Cooperative Extension  extensionuga.edu
North Carolina State University Extension 
Service www.ces.ncsu.edu
--Books:
The New Southern Living Garden Book---Steve 
Bender, ed.
Southern Living LANDSCAPE BOOK—Steve 
Bender, ed.
The Landscape Answer Book by Jane Bath
Any book by Walter Reeves 

Thank you for coming 
today.   We look 
forward to seeing you 
again.

Note:  Resources are also listed 
on your handout.
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